
M A R K E T  B Y  D A Y  /  T H E A T E R  B Y  N I G H T

For nearly one hundred years, the Northern Avenue 
Bridge served the city of Boston as a critical spine 
for goods and people between downtown Boston 
and the Fort Point Channel district. 

The proposed idea accepts the bridge as worthy 
of restoring, and thus adds two new layers of 
program to the existing Northern Avenue Bridge: 

A market that celebrates the history of the bridge 
as a passage of products and people by day.

A theater venue that transforms the bridge’s 
identity as a cultural place of gathering by night.

The proposed idea raises the bridge to the Coast 
Guard mandated height of 16 feet, providing 
maximum flexibility for maritime traffic on the 
Fort Point Channel and allowing uninterrupted 
pedestrian travel across the channel throughout 
the day. Accessibility to the new height is 
achieved through a gracious ramp on the James 
Hook property and monumental stair/elevator 
connection adjacent to the Barking Crab. 

 

By night, the bridge transforms into a 

theater venue for both boats and people, 

re-purposing the bridge’s swing motion 

for a modern experience. The bridge has 

the potential to display up to four canvas 

projection screens that can be hoisted for 

evening shows. In it’s open position, the 

bridge allows new relationships to form 

with both shores of the Fort Point Channel.

 

By
 d

ay
, t

he
 b

rid
ge

 m
ai

nt
ai

ns
 it

s i
de

nt
ity

 

as
 a

 d
om

in
an

t a
xis

 fo
r p

ed
es

tri
an

 a
nd

 

bi
cy

cl
e 

tra
ns

it 
ac

ro
ss

 
th

e 
ch

an
ne

l. 

Th
e 

ad
de

d 
m

ar
ke

t i
s c

on
ce

iv
ed

 a
s a

n 

“in
ve

rse
” Q

ui
nc

y 
M

ar
ke

t w
ith

 re
ta

il s
ta

lls
 

in
-fi

lle
d 

al
on

g 
th

e 
br

id
ge

’s
 c

en
te

r b
ay

, 

on
ce

 u
se

d 
fo

r r
ai

l t
ra

ffi
c.

 R
ec

on
fig

ur
in

g 

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 

br
ac

in
g 

du
rin

g 
re

st
or

at
io

n 

af
fo

rd
s 

th
e 

po
ss

ib
ilit

y 
fo

r 
th

es
e 

re
ta

il 

st
al

ls 
to

 b
e 

m
ob

ile
 o

r 
tra

ns
fo

rm
ab

le
, 

al
lo

w
in

g 
fo

r i
nf

or
m

al
 g

at
he

rin
g 

pl
ac

es
 

al
on

g 
th

e 
br

id
ge

. 

16’

Q
UI

N
C

Y 
M

A
RK

ET
 

“C
on

ta
in

ed
” 

A
ve

nu
e

N
O

RT
HE

RN
 A

VE
N

UE

C
on

ne
ct

io
ns

 to
 C

ha
nn

el
M

ai
nt

ai
ne

d


