
can have a transformative e�ect on health, 
safety, and economic activity of a place – 
not to mention beauty and happiness (Sil-
berberg, 2013).
 This proposal establishes a new iden-
tity for the Harborwalk by harnessing in-
creased foot tra c to o�er a playful and 
flexible public experience. The design gives 

space to the imagination and considers how 
opportunities for leisurely play might dis-
rupt and juxtapose layers of public life in or-
der to facilitate urban and social interaction. 
Moreover, it creates a stage for public life 
and ultimately a place of belonging where 
people not only feel like they are part of the 
city, but that the city is part of them.

opportunities for social interaction (Mus-
grave, 2012). Although this may seem like a 
rather frivolous response, it has the poten-
tial to interrupt the “utilitarian e ciency of 
the urban environment and [get] people to 
think about what actually makes us human” 
(Baggini, 2014). Further still, play can be a 
great equalizer when it comes to the public 

realm; a means of bringing people together, 
stimulating exchange, and enabling “diverse 
groups to collaboratively imagine and per-
form di�erent possibilities of urban living 
beyond neat, authoritative urban visions” 
(Balug and Vidart-Delgado, 2014). In ad-
dition to addressing concepts surrounding 
civic pride and social justice, an increased 
liveliness and spontaneity of urban places 

There is a certain level of corporate 
sterility - a genericness - which has replaced 
the local character and identity once associ-
ated with public space and the city.

This proposal addresses the funda-
mental element of urban infrastructure – the 
bridge – not simply as a functional conveyor 
of people from one place to another, as it 
is commonly understood, but rather as an 
expressive experience that emphasizes the 
journey itself and a public space that is wel-
come to all. The main thrust of this design is 
creating a significant and memorable node 
within the evolving Harborwalk system that 
might form the foundation for a cohesive 
public realm experience between the more 
established Downtown and emerging Inno-
vation District. Furthermore, this proposal 
invites the public to explore the Harbor in 
an entirely new way, and experience a more 
intimate relationship with the water by way 
of a large multi-purpose dock that rises and 
lowers with the tides.

The programming strategy for the 
Northern Avenue Bridge will evoke the con-
cept of play in the city. “Play is an essential 
function of city life and it’s not just about 
children, about planned spaces or play-
grounds,” it is about creating unscripted 
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Channel Some Fun!
The Northern Avenue Bridge Experience

“An overlay of functions creates public 
space: the thicker the collage of functions, 
the more public a space becomes.” 
~ Richard Sennett

Historic Structure
The existing distinct truss structure will be 
refurbished and remain as a reference to the 
historical industrial character of the port.

Canopy
An elegant beam spans the length of the 
bridge that provides a unified framework for 
lights as well as an adjustable fabric canopy 
that provides shelter from the sun.

Pedestrian Experience
The lanes defined by the structure of 
the bridge now define di�erent zones of 
pedestrian activity. A pedestrian promenade 
anchors the activities at the center, with, 
cycling, jogging, strolling, and play zones to 
either side.

High & Low Tides
A flexible ramp allows for accessibility to the 
theater seating at both high and low tides. 
For those not able to traverse the steps, an 
elevator located within the seating may be 
used to access the water level.

City Theater
A grand staircase doubles as theater seating 
for movie nights or simply to take in the the 
skyline and harbor views. A large industrial 
sign references the industrial heritage of 
the port, announcing the Fort Point Channel 
while acting as a beacon for the Harborwalk 
and the city.

Headhouse
The historic head tender’s house will be 
repurposed as a food and beverage venue 
that will help encourage activity throughout 
the course of the day as well as di�erent 
seasons.

Public Dock
Grab a kayak to explore Fort Point Channel, 
practice putting amidst sunbathers lying 
about the artificial grass berm, take a crack 
at the climbing wall, catch a film, have a 
beer! The dock allows for people to explore a 
more intimate experience of the Harbor.


